Unto the Right Honourable, the Lords Fy 
His Majeſties Privie Conncil, 


The 


PETITIO ON 


Patrick Km late Bailie in Edin- 
burgh, Alexander Campbel, A- 
lexander Clerk, and Alexander 
Mackgill, Merchants in Edinburgh, 
David Waike, and. "Ralph Spurri 
t Enghiſomen. 

T hetero Fort 


of Auguſt, 1696. And the . 5 Maſeſties Cuſtoms are 
appointed to Colled and Compt for the fi me accordinghyi, *herethrough your 
Petitioners being beavily prejudged, humbly beg liberty to lay before your 
Lordſhips the Reaſons following, why the particular quantities of Victual be- 
longing to them, cannot be lyable to pay Cuſtom, wiz, 1. Incaſes 
of the like nature formerly, 5 Victual was diſcharged to be 2 or 
Burdened if Imported 3 your Lordſhips were always ſo tender of the preju- 


m 


Praclamation, publifhed 
wr 1-7 is ge 
re the Proc 


the 20 J of ul inſtant, 
Ef bet able toy Cuſtome and 


upon the ſixth 


dice Merchants might ſuffer, that upon heir g Oaththat. they had Com- 
miſſioned and Loadned the Victual before the abliſhin "g of ſuch Proc _ 
ons or Orders, they were always allowed to Import the fame free of t 


den of the ſaids Orders 3 And here our caſe is much more juſt and fav ral 
where we are content to make Faith, or if need beis, to prove by Witneſſes 
or other Documents beyond exception, that part of the Victual bel 
us the faids P atyick jobyſtoun Alexander — Ale x ander Clark, Da 


and Reipb Spurrie, did Arrive at Heymonth before the 12th or ay 5 of Fh 
inſtant, anda great part of us Arrived ſince at Zeub two days after the Pro- 


clamation, and the reſt at Hy: yn, detained by contrary Winds fince that 
; time; 


7 


ng to 


= 


C — a xy 


7% 


2 ) | 
time 3 and that the Vidual belonging to me, the ſaid Alexander Mackgill was 
partly lying up-n the Road of Leith in a Ship, long ago repurted, A 
rancegiven for Livering, and whereof above 300 Bolts was Live red according 
ly, and the reſt of my Victual is at Ham, and Holy Iſland, detained in — 
ner ſoreſaid: And it were the bardeſt 122 imaginable to make as 'yable n 
Cuſtom, who have Bought, Loadened, MT. and pattiy Liv 
ViRtua), directly upon & profpeRed being free of Cuſtom, and yet 

a ſurprize to cauſe exact it from us; which in effect is to take as 1 
ney out of out Pocket And its hoped your Lordſhips will be far fromſach 
a meaſure of ri rigour towards us, 2: It was never controverted, but where 
any Veſſch toucht at any Port, Creek, or Harbour withia this Kingdo 
an intention to Liver ; and much more out of doubt, where they h 
ken bulk, and Liveted any part of their Cargo3 but theſe Goods were . 
already Imported ; ſo tbatin this caſe, eveũ in the rigor of the Proclamati- 
on, all ViRual in that condition muſt be free of Duty, as being already Im- 

aried 3 And it were a v Le) - hardſhip to make your Petitioner ſuffer 
—_ and to 8 
— for Cauſes they — 0 122 prevent, 


—_— irene ens flows, to Levy 
OR Bn or other from us, n 
onging to ns, and lying either in the Road of Laub, or | * 


— Fade — before the ſaid Proclamation, to ap- 
2 pole any of your Lordſhip ips Number, or of his ye Collector 


or aner he place, to — 


© it lyes, and whet bo rely 1 10 the 


* be ſaved from ſo heavy e 
D made by 


ing the forſ-1d Fidtual upon the Faith and encouragement giv 
the Governmen?. 


